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MEDIA RELEASE

Date  : 8th May 2006 

Greens Cr Chris Harris has requested that council staff to prepare a report on how the City of Sydney can provide better pedestrian access between Chippendale and Victoria Park. The issue of a pedestrian bridge spanning the North Western section of Chippendale and Victoria Park has long been an aspiration of residents who live in this rapidly expanding part of the City of Sydney.

Cr Harris : “City Road is a high volume traffic funnel that links large volumes of traffic to the east, south and Broadway at Chippendale. Traffic moves at high speed in this section of City Road and motorists pay little regard to those on foot. The problem is made worse by the constant left turn “slipway” from City Road into Cleveland St heading east – motorists gather speed after they turn right from Broadway and they can be quite impatient when pedestrians are crossing the road here - it is dangerous.”

The lack of open space in Chippendale was highlighted during consultation with the community over the CUB site which will be developed to house up to 2500 people. Victoria Park was considered to be a very important regional piece of open space in an area which has the lowest allocation of open space per person  in the entire City of Sydney.

“It is critical that people who live in areas of high density have an opportunity to sit, walk and exercise outdoors. Victoria Park is important open space for Chippendale residents and it is separated from them by a continuous wall of traffic on City Road. Well designed pedestrian access to this beautiful park along with its swimming facilities will bring this open space right into the Chippendale community.”

Cr Harris’ notice of motion requires that the report be listed on the agenda of the Planning Development and Transport Committee so that residents will be able to make comments on the report directly to councilors.

