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Dear Madam

' APPLICATION FOR LEGAL AID BY DRAKE-BROCKMAN - FILE NUMBER:

07G00087S

CARLTON & UNITED BREWERIES & MINISTER FOR PLANNING ats
MATTHEW DRAKE-BROCKMAN

LAND & ENVIRONMENT COURT PROCEEDINGS NO 40186/07

-- We act for Cariton and United Breweries in the above proceedings (Proceedings).

We tafér to the recent application by Matthew Drake-Brockman for financial sssistance.
from Legal Ald Nswmrmepwposeoithel’meedngs which have allegediy been

. biought by Mr Drake-Brockman in the public interest (Appiication). W understand that

Mr Drake-Brockman is a resident of Darlinghurst.

We have been advised by the solicitor for Mr Drake-Brockman that the Application will be
assessed by the Grants Division of Legal Akd NSW on Monday, 26 March 2007.

We wish fo bring to your attention that the Application may not satisfy the means test as
detalled in the publication entitled Lagal Aid Policies {published by the Legal Aid
Commission of New South Wales, Strategle Planning and Policy Division Review and
Reform Unit and dated 9 March 2007).

Meoans Test

In accordance with paragraph 1.3(c) of the Legal Aid Pollcies, the rﬁeans testtabe applied
in a public Inferest environmental matter is '‘Means Test A'. Means Test A requires
consideration of whether itis reasonable in all the ¢ircumstances o grant Legal Ald.

The Means Test Guidelines, as set out in paragraph 1.3(c) of the Legal Aid Folicies, state
that

. “The means test is to be applied to an Individual applicant seeking legal aid for an
environmenial matter. Where the appllcam seeking legal ald for an
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. CARLTON & UNITED BREWERIES & MINISTER FOR

PLANNING ats MATTHEW DRAKE-BROCKMAN
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environmental matter Is a group then the means fo be congidered are the
means of the group.

. In considsring the means of the appiicantigroup regard should be had 1o the
financial support that would be avaliabie from those members of the
. comimunity who would be likely to support the aims of the grouvp in the
mattor for which aid is sought. " femphasis addad] .

Ata meeting of the Coafition of Chippendalo Community Groups on 15 March 2007, at
which there were approximately 30 people In attendance, it was pubficly stated by a
speaker that Mr Drake-Brockman has been “selected” to bring the Procaedings, even
though he is not a local resident, because he is a “student with a low ecenomic status® and,

. therefore, is the “best candidate" for obtaining Legal Aid,
We bring this matter to the attention of Legal Aid NSW so that it can consider whether the

selection of an impecunious person to bring a legal action with the publicly expressed aim
of chtaining Legal Ald is conirary to the public interest, undermines the pumaose for which

" Legal Ald Is afforded to applicants and Is an abuse of the Legal Aid process.

* Further, having regard to the Means Test Guidelines, we make the following observations:
" (a) The proceedings have been brought by Mr Drake-Brockman, an individuat

allegedly with lithe means; rather than by the group(s) which is (are) supporting
the bringing of the Proceedings; ,

®) The Praceedings are publicly supported by the Coaliion Chippendale Community
Groups, which includes Chippendale Residents Interest Group, Friends of Cariton
United Site and East Chippendale Comnumity Groups, as stated at their mesting
on 15 March 2007; and

(c) The Proceedings have also been publicly supported by The Deputy Lord Mayor,
Councillor Chris Hawis, Greens Candidate for Sydney in a letter to residents dated
15 March 2007 (attached) in which Councikor Harrs seeks financial support for
the Proceedings on behalf of Mr Drake-Brockman and also offers to personaty
accept donations on Mr Drake-Brockman's behalf,
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APPLICATION FOR LEGAL AID BY DRAKE-BROCKMAN —

FiLE NUMBER: 07GDO00B75

CARLTON & UNITED BREWERIES & MINISTER FOR
PLANNING ats MATTHEW DRAKE-BROCKMAN

LAND & ENVIRONMENY COURT PROCEEDINGS NO
40186/07 '

Please contact the wiiter, it you have any queries,

Yours falthfully T
hamhers Wastgarth

ristine Covington
Pariner

attachments
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