29 May 2007

Dear resident,

Public Interest Litigation on behalf of the residents of Chippendale

Climate change is the greatest threat to the way we live. Our Greenhouse gas emissions are the greatest contributor to climate change. To protect ourselves we need to ensure that all our new city developments are sustainable and add as little pollution as is humanly possible.

The Carlton United Brewery (CUB) site development does exactly the opposite. When completed the CUB will house 3000 people and 2300 cars. It will be powered by coal-fired electricity, it will pump water from Warragamba Dam rather than harvesting and recycling its water and it will pump its sewage into the ocean.  Enclosed is a summary of just how polluting this development will be. It was prepared by one of your neighbours – Michael Mobbs from Myrtle St. Have a look at what could be.

The CUB site is an environmental disaster and this is why city resident Matthew Drake-Brockman has enlisted the services of the Environmental Defenders Office (EDO) to take on the giant Foster’s, who owns the site, and Minister for Planning Frank Sartor, who approved the concept plans, to court to try to force the government to put action into their rhetoric on climate change pollution. 

Legal Aid, which sees merit in both the strength of the case and the public interest that is at stake, has agreed to fund Matthew’s case. It has given Matthew a full indemnity against the costs of Foster’s Ltd and the Minister for Planning – this means that he cannot be bullied out of the case when Fosters and the Minister run up hundreds of thousands of dollars in costs. Legal Aid however has granted only $10,000 toward Matthew’s own costs. The EDO has estimated the total cost of the litigation will be about $40,000. So we need your support to raise the $30,000 difference.

We’re asking you to donate what you can afford to the case against Foster’s using cash, cheque or credit card or by a loan donation (minimum of $200).

How does a loan donation work? 

If Matthew wins some or all of the points of claim he may get a costs order in his favour. Once Matthew has reimbursed his legal team any surplus funds will be returned and distributed proportionately to those people who have made a loan donation. If he loses, or if the costs order is insufficient to cover outstanding legal costs, your contribution becomes a donation. You will find a simple agreement form enclosed. You can sign this and return it with your loan donation and a countersigned copy will be sent to you as a record of the agreement.
I encourage you to participate in this Landmark litigation on the climate change effects of urban development. 

Please make cheques/postal notes made payable to “Environmental Defenders Office – CUB Litigation”. 

Post your donation or loan donation to my office at the above address or send it direct to

EDO, Level 1, 89 York St Sydney NSW 2000. 

If you would like to donate by credit card or you have other questions please call me on my mobile  0407 469 384  or send an email to charris@cityofsydney.nsw.gov.au.

Yours Sincerely

Chris Harris

