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MEDIA ALERT 

21 June 2007 -- for immediate release

THE ENVIRONMENT OR THE DEVELOPMENT,
HOW WILL THE CITY OF SYDNEY COUNCILLORS VOTE?

At council on Monday June 25th the Lord Mayor and councillors will be asked to put their money where their mouth is on council’s commitment to fight climate change.  

Deputy Lord Mayor Greens Cr. Chris Harris is asking all councillors to vote in favour of his motion that council donate $20,000 towards Matthew Drake-Brockman’s legal case against the giant beer baron Foster’s and the Minister for Planning Frank Sartor over the environmental disaster that is the Carlton United Brewery (CUB) development.

Deputy Lord Mayor Chris Harris, “I am confident that councillors will vote in favour of  supporting Matthew, after all $20,000 is not a huge amount when you consider the benefit to the city of a totally sustainable CUB. 

“Legal Aid has given Matthew $10,000 but he needs $40,000 to cover all costs.  With the help of the Chippendale community we have already begun fundraising. Given the Lord Mayor’s recent comments on making Sydney ‘environmentally sustainable’ I think the least the council can do is donate $20,000 Cr. Harris said

“We need to put a stop to the arrogance of the Planning Minister and Foster’s in not even considering the effects of the greenhouse gas emissions from a development of this size. If the CUB development gets away with flagrantly disregarding the need to counter climate change, what chance do we have with other city developments?  

“I therefore call on all the councillors to put their money where their principles are and stand with me against this environmentally damaging development and approve the donation of $20,000 so that Sydney can have a chance of a sustainable future.” Cr. Harris said.
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